
1

With their last year of high school behind them, CAP seniors have said goodbye and are off 
to college! Here's where they will be going in the fall:
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9th Grade

Freshmen begin on their CTP journey 
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The Critical Thinking Paper 
is a rite of passage that CAP 
students complete in their freshman 
and sophomore years. Students 
select a controversial subject, and 
research one side as freshmen and 
the opposite as sophomores. Every 
year, the papers range widely in 
topics, covering everything between 
social, political, economic, and 
cultural hot topics.

One example of such a paper 
is Jordan M cAuliff?s, titled ?The 
Impact of Early Surgery on Healthy 
Intersex Children.? It argues that 
cosmetic surgeries need not be 

performed on young children and 
infants that are intersex, because 
these cosmetic surgeries come with 
many negative consequences. Jordan 
was inspired by an article on the 
subject, as she was astonished about 
what she learned, and wanted to 
teach others in her community 
about the consequences of these 
surgeries.

Asha Henry?s paper, ?The 
Case for Outlawing Privatized 
Prisons,? covers the current prison 
labor system in the United States. 

The Critical Thinking Paper was 
something that Asha was proud of, 
and she felt that her writing skills 
have greatly improved throughout 
the writing process. Specifically, 
Asha explained that she ?learn how 
to properly structure [her] essay 
based on her thesis,? and she 
?learned how to craft a persuasive 
essay based on facts and data.?

No matter the paper?s topic, 
CAP students use this project as an 
outlet to express their opinions and 
fine tune their writing skills.

Freshmen get inspired through Inspiration Plays
The freshman class was hard at work producing 

original plays, which they performed at the Takoma Park 
Community Center on June 11th. Students divided into 
groups, and worked together to write, edit, and perform 
what they wrote. Every play varied in subject matter, but 
they all traditionally called for the community or society 
to take action and make positive change in some way.

One group chose to construct their play around 
gun violence in light of recent shootings and an increase in 
debate about gun use in the United States. Written and 
performed by Jonah Freund, Andrew Gelman, Bridget 
Griffith, Che M oorehead, Isaac Newman, and Nathaniel 
Thrush, each of the members contributed in different 
ways to put their play on stage. Their project used many 
multimedia elements in order to cause urgency for action 
in the gun debate, with a focus on handgun usage. When 
asked about the play?s intended message, Nathaniel?s 
reply was simple:  ?Something needs to be done in terms 
of gun violence.?

Katrina Warren?s group also had a play with a 
serious subject:  the opioid addiction in the United States. 
While their play was not performed at the showcase in 
June, they put lots of heart into the entire process. Katrina 
explained that ?we decided to do this topic because it isn?t 

really talked about that much in the media.? 

These plays give CAP students the opportunity 
to use their collective voice to spread positive messages 
throughout the Blair community. The effort that the 
freshman class put in this year clearly demonstrates their 
passion for activism and their eagerness to help improve 
the world.

M olly Howard, M aya Hofstetter, and 
M aren Gibb perform their play
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10th Grade

Working together to write Grouptonomous Essays
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For a writing assignment in 
their English class, a spin was put 
on the Autonomous Essay project 
from last year for CAP sophomores. 
Students wrote a Grouptonomous 
Essay, where they worked in groups 
of two to three to author an 
in- depth paper on an issue of their 
choice. The topics, which covered 
everything from student athlete 
stress levels to interminority 
relationships in the U.S. to the social 
aspects of cultism, were 

brainstormed by the sophomores in 
mid- April. The students then got 
into groups, did preliminary 
research, and divided the subtopics 
of each issue amongst themselves. 
After writing a couple drafts and 
receiving feedback from M s. Fillman 
and their peers, they turned in a 
final version. M any of the 
sophomores found this project 
unique because it allowed them to 
develop their research, writing, and 
collaboration skills at the same time. 

In addition, students were able to 
develop expertise on a topic they 
were passionate about, which many 
of them thoroughly enjoyed. The 
Grouptonomous Essay was a unique 
outlet in which students were able 
to learn more about various issues 
in the world and present the 
information they gained to an 
audience while learning how to 
better work with others.
  

Flipped:  Students write their opposing CTPs
For the last writing 

assignment of the year, CAP 
sophomores wrote the opposing 
viewpoint of the Critical Thinking 
Papers they authored during 
freshman year, with topics ranging 
from school choice voucher 
programs to physician- assisted 
suicide. Students began by revisiting 
their papers from 9th grade and 
highlighting the key sources they 
used. They then did research on the 

other side of their issue, wrote a 
thesis statement, and constructed an 
outline. After conferencing with M s. 
Russell, students wrote rough drafts. 
Next, peer editing sessions where 
students received feedback on their 
drafts were held. Based on the 
suggestions they got from 
classmates, the students made 
changes and wrote their final drafts. 
The Critical Thinking Paper was 
valuable for all the sophomores 

because it allowed them to gain 
research experience and become an 
expert on an issue of interest to 
them. Although some students didn?t 
necessarily agree with the side of the 
issue they were arguing in this year?s 
paper, the assignment helped them 
learn to analyze multiple sides of a 
topic and be persuasive to all 
audiences, as well as become better 
writers and thinkers.

Getting political on the campaign trail
  To close out their year, 

Sophomores conducted their final 
interdisciplinary of the year:  CAP 
POTUS. Students were either 
Presidential/ Vice Presidential 
Candidates, members of the 
campaign staff, politicians, or 
members of the print and broadcast 
media as they simulated a 
presidential election. Students used 
research, public speaking, and 
strategic skills they had been honing 
all year long to attempt to win an 

election through speeches, press 
conferences, debates and coping 
with scandals. In the end, Ralph 
Nader (Preston Beatty) with Vice 
President Cory Booker (Elias Chen) 
were successful against N ikki Haley 
(Shifra Dayak) and Paul Ryan (Will 
Osborne), with Nadar emerging as a 
surprise candidate on day two of the 
campaign trail. Students were able 
to have a new sense of the 
importance for organization in 
political campaigns.

Candidates Ralph Nader and N ikki Haley 
with debate moderators Haili Bruckner 

and M atthew Weinsheimer
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Juniors explore their creativity with CAP Diamond
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In 11th grade, CAP students 
complete their CAP Diamond 
interdisciplinary where students are 
given the opportunity to explore a 
theme or idea derived from the 
junior year CAP classes. They are 
encouraged to be creative and 
original in their projects and pursue 
an area of personal interest. 
Students were given five weeks to 
work on the project and there was a 
variety of directions it was taken in. 

Projects ranged from short 
documentaries, to mosaics, to 
papers, on topics ranging from 
Islamic feminism, to activism and 
social media, to Hurricane M aria. 
The project was very beneficial to 
many students, specifically due to 
the fact that it enabled them to 
delve deeper into a topic that 
interested them but that maybe 
wasn?t examined much in their 
classes. CAP Diamond provided a 

showcase of the multitude of talent 
CAP students have as some chose to 
have a more creative approach 
while others chose to be more 
matter of fact. This gave students 
with a passion for the arts an outlet 
in which to include that while 
learning about something of interest 
to them and students greatly 
enjoyed the unique aspect of the 
project.

10th + 11th Grade

M addy M errill's political project titled 
"M oney in Washington"

Julia Williamson's world history board 
game project titled "Fallen Empire"

Sophomores strut their stuff on the red carpet
  10th graders finalized the 

culminating project of their film class 
this quarter through the CAP 
Hollywood project. Using short 
stories previously written in their 
English class, students split into 
groups of 4- 6 people and produced 
short films based on the stories. 
After months of tedious rewriting 
from stories to screenplays, filming, 
and editing, the final products were 
shown in the auditorium during an 
awards show. Films were then 

awarded in a multitude of categories 
such as Best Actor, Actress, and 
Picture, with Isaac Newman winning 
Best Actor, Caitlyn Forte winning 
Best Actress, and ?Nicole Blood? 
winning Best Picture. This project 
allowed students to learn the 
intricacies and tedious steps needed 
to make a film, and allowed them to 
celebrate their own work and the 
work of their peers. All films can be 
found in their entirety on BNC?s 
YouTube channel.

Louis Rosenberg, Lucas N ieman, M ax 
Casey- Bolanos, and Ethan Park strike 

a pose on the red carpet


