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On M arch 15, all CAP students 
participated in the first annual CAP Community 
Day. The event was created and planned by M s. 
Fillman and the CAP Ambassador team. On this 
day, students participated in various community 
service activities around the Silver Spring area, 
ranging from visiting elementary schools to 
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Students participate in first ever CAP Community Day
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CAP students help clean up Sligo M ill Park in Takoma Park

cleaning up M ontgomery County parks to 
volunteering at M artha?s Table. Students were 
able to bond with peers in different grades and 
give back to their community, working 
alongside members of their host organizations 
and parent volunteers. M orning activities 
included making lunches for Shepherd?s Table 
and crafts for Children?s Inn at N IH. When 
students returned to Blair in the afternoon, 
they participated in various activities and 
listened to speakers representing CASA, 
Housing Opportunities, IM PACT, and 
Community Bridges. The speakers explained 
what their organizations do and how students 
can get involved in making a difference in their 
own communities. Students and parents 
enjoyed the day, getting more people engaged 
in new community service activities. Overall, it 
was a successful day that we are looking 
forward to recreating it for years to come!
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9th Grade

Freshman launch into USO Interdisciplinary 

Freshman Fiana Pensy belts out a tune for the interdisciplinary crowd
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During the week of M arch 
5th to 9th, CAP freshman 
participated in their third 
interdisciplinary of the year:  a USO 

show set during World War Two. 
After a week of hard work on 
multifaceted,  group oriented 
assignments, 9th graders dressed up 

in their mid- century finest and 
took the stage to share their work 
with the rest of their fellow CAP 
students. M r. Grossman?s H istory 
group worked on their production 
and presentation skills by creating 
live news reels of World War Two 
events, both international and 
domestic. M r. Bustillos?s students 
spent their time analyzing the 
cinematic value of films produced 
during the time period and piecing 
together their own television 
program. M s. Jeral?s group created 
a faux- USO show for World  War 
Two troops?  which included 
scenes from theater and film, swing 
dance, a popular boxing match, 
and famous comedy routines which 
raised the spirits of soldiers and 
students alike. The  
interdisciplinary provided the 
freshman with a chance to immerse 
themselves in the time  period and 
collaborate on interesting 
assignments.

Delving into Unbroken 
In Dr. Simel's English class, 

9th grade students spent much of the 
third quarter reading and analyzing 
Laura H illenbrand's award- winning 
biography Unbroken. The biography 
chronicles the life of Louis 
Zamperini, an olympic runner 
turned US air force pilot who 
survived years of captivity in a 
Japanese prisoner of war camp. 
Through in- class discussions and 
activities, the students grappled with 
the text's simultaneously uplifting 
and troubling themes and gained 
insight into the interwar and WWII 
topics they learned about in CAP 
U.S. H istory. The Unbroken unit 
culminated with group presentations 
centered around learning modalities. 

All ninth graders took a test to 
assess how they best learn and 
process information, and then were 
sorted into groups together with 
students with similar styles. These 
groups were charged with 
producing presentations that 
analyzed and expressed Unbroken 
through the lens of their particular 
modality. For instance, the 
kinesthetic group recreated an 
Army boot camp to put students in 
the metaphorical shoes of 
Zamperini and his fellow veterans. 
The project's unique guidelines 
resulted in a diverse set of products 
and allowed students to experience 
the  powerful themes of Unbroken 
through a familiar learning style.
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10th Grade
Sophomores dive into CAP Congress 

Sophomore Annie H icks describes her proposed 
education bill to an audience of fellow lawmakers
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Beginning on February 23rd, sophomore CAP 
students participated in CAP Congress, our annual 
Congressional simulation complete with lobbying, 
billmaking, and in- depth debate. Over the course of a 
week, students were divided among the House of 
Representatives and Senate, and were given a chance to 
select a certain congressional district or state to 
represent. Sophomores were then tasked with writing 
their own bill and spent the entirety of the remaining 
time attempting to gain support for their legislation by 
communicating with and convincing their fellow 
law- makers. In many cases, the interdisciplinary 
provided an opportunity for students to look beyond 
their personal political affiliation and sympathize with 
views they do not hold in real life. The five day 

adventure in congressional politics provided a welcome 
look into life on capital hill and was a rousing success.   

Law and Order:  CAP Court

As fourth quarter 
dawned, 10th grade CAP 
students entered into their 
second interdisciplinary of 
the semester:  CAP Court. 
Similar to past sophomore 
interdisciplinaries like CAP 
Congress and CAP Debates, 
CAP students were 
challenged to research and 
build arguments for a 
specific side of a given 
topic?  only this time it was 
within the bounds of the US 
Court system. Tackling 
simulated versions of 4 real 
life court cases, CAP 
sophomores were divided up 

into small groups and 
assigned to either the 
prosecution or defense of a 
specific case. Students took 
on an assorted cast of roles 
throughout the 
interdisciplinary (various 
types of lawyers and 
witnesses), and did a fantastic 
job of collaborating during 
the week- long assignment. 
Overall, the project went 
terrifically and presented the 
sophomore students with an 
opportunity to reach outside 
the bounds of a normal 
classroom environment and 
hone their scholastic skills. 

CAP Sophomores take the stand with confidence 
during one of four simulated court cases 

CAP students dominate 
CSPAN StudentCam contest

After months of work 
during the first semester, CAP 
sophomores finally enjoyed the 
fruits of their labor in the 
CSPAN Student Cam Contest 
as Blair took home 14 prizes in 
the competition. Leading the 
haul were  Hemakshi Gordy 
and Jansikwe M edina- Tayac, 
whose film "No Trespassing:  
Seeking Justice for Native 
Women" took home both First 
Prize in the H igh School -  East 
Division and the Fan Favorite 
Award. It was CAP's third First 
Prize win in five years, and our 
second Fan Favorite Award in 
three years. Blair also won 
three Third Prizes, all from 

CAP Students, including one 
group of Juniors returning to 
the CSPAN competition after 
their involvement in 
Sophomore year. As always, 
10th grade CAP students were 
tasked with developing a 5- 7 
minute documentary centered 
around  CSPAN's StudentCam 
theme?  2018's being ??The 
Constitution &  You,? Choose a 
provision of the U.S. 
Constitution and create a video 
illustrating why it?s important 
to you.? Students won $8,000 
in the competition, with an 
additional $875 going toward 
CAP's technology needs.
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Juniors paint West African- style mud cloth
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Starting in January and going into early 
February, CAP 11 students read the written text of the 
oral history of Sundiata, the first Emperor of the M ali 
Empire, in their AP World H istory class. At the time, 
students were studying the M ali Empire and African 
culture. To immerse themselves more in this culture as 
well as convey their understanding of the story, students 
simulated mud cloth art and painted different scenes 
from the story of Sundiata. Table groups were assigned 
a different chapter of the book and during one class 
period, students watched The Lion King, which is 

loosely based off the story of Sundiata, and painted their 
own representations of their assigned chapters. Junior  
Kiran Kochar M cCabe said that "the day was a lot of 
fun and a nice break from the typical lessons we have in 
our World class. I learned a lot about the journey 
Sundiata had to go on and the diplomatic strategies he 
used to form the M ali Empire." Students enjoyed the 
creative aspect to the project, as it is unique and 
provided a new lens in which to learn about history. 
Examples of the different paintings students created are 
pictured below.

11th Grade


