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Course Overview - 1st Semester 
 
Welcome to CAP 10 Media & Film Production. This is a student-centered, project-based 
film production class. This syllabus is a broad overview of some of the larger concepts, 
skills and projects we will be focusing on throughout the first semester. Students will be 
introduced to a range of film history spanning from the beginnings of cinema to 
contemporary film with a focus on non-fiction documentary film. Students will explore 
pioneers in the development of early film such as, the Lumiere Brothers’ cinematograph, 
the wizardry of George Melies, and Edison’s inventive Black Maria studio.  
 
We’ll learn about the importance of the 1920s in cinema history and the advent of 
documentary as a film genre. Students will also be exposed to early experimental 
avant-garde filmmakers who fused artistic theory and practice. Students will make 
connections between  social and global events and the development of cinema. 
 
You will be tasked with creating a variety of film projects based on the concepts and 
techniques of films we will  analyze and discuss in class. The semester culminates with 
a short documentary you will produce in small groups for the annual C-SPAN 
StudentCam competition.  Class time is a mixture of lecture, group work, individual 
work, watching short and feature length films, and discussion.  
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Exciting News: MCPS has purchased specific Adobe Cloud apps for students to 
access so they can edit videos from home. This will be a very helpful resource for 
students. For this class, students can download Adobe Premier Pro and Adobe 
Photoshop. These apps can run on either a PC or a Mac. In order to have access to 
these apps, students must complete a Parental Consent Form that I will share the first 
week of school.  Adobe Premier Pro will be particularly helpful for students who need 
software to edit video projects from home.  

 
A Montgomery County Public Library card is required for this class so students can 
access a free movie streaming site called Kanopy. We will use Kanopy to watch 
required films for this class throughout the semester. I’m still in the process of figuring 
out the specific films we will watch and analyze this semester. If we watch any films 
rated PG-13 students will need to have parental consent prior to watching. I will share 
that form when the time comes.  
 
Here is a rough sketch of projected projects as we start the semester: 
 

● 2 minute urban montage documentary inspired by the city symphony 
genre from the 1920’s. 

● 3 to 5 minute one on one (virtual) interview with someone at least 20 years 
older than they are as a way to explore a topic of personal interest. (and to 
practice their interview skills) 

● 60 to 90 second “Capture the Fall” video incorporating a variety of 
cinematography and editing techniques. 

● Culminating 5-6 minute documentary for the annual C-SPAN StudentCam 
Documentary competition in small groups of 2 or 3 students.  
 

**Direction of content and projects may very well change depending on the interest and 
curiosity of the students (and teacher) as we go through the material. This is a general 
starting point as we embark on this virtual learning experiment together.   
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